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Read Shakespeare’s plays in all their brilliance—and understand what every word means! Don’t
be intimidated by Shakespeare! These popular guides make the Bard’s plays accessible and
enjoyable.Each No Fear guide contains:The complete text of the original playA line-by-line
translation that puts the words into everyday languageA a complete list of characters,Plenty of
helpful commentary

About the AuthorBorn in Guyana, Grace Nichols has lived in Britain since 1977. Her first
collection, I is a Long Memoried Woman (1983) won the Commonwealth Poetry Prize. Her later
poetry collections - published by Virago - include The Fat Black Woman's Poems (1984), Lazy
Thoughts of a Lazy Woman (1989), Sunris (1996), winner of the Guyana Prize, and Startling the
Flying Fish (2006), poems which tell the story of the Caribbean, along with numerous poetry
books for younger readers, including Come on into My Tropical Garden (1988), Give Yourself a
Hug (1994) and Everybody Got a Gift (2005). She has published two books with Bloodaxe, her
latest collection, Picasso, I Want My Face Back (2009), and I Have Crossed an Ocean: Selected
Poems (2010), published on the occasion of her 60th birthday. She lives in Sussex with the poet
John Agard and their family.
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M.Jacobsen, “Perfect for Shakespeare Newbies!. This is highly, highly recommended for those
new to Shakespeare. You get the text of the play and then, line by line on the facing page, there
is a modern-day language translation. How does this help newbies? It allows you to
immediately grasp what Shakespeare was saying to allow you to actually *think* about the play
and even, dare I say, enjoy it. Because the "translations" are line for line on the facing page, it's
easy to read the original, glance over at the modern day translation if you need to for
clarification, then read the original again to find nuance.All of this ease of reading frees you up to
formulate your own thoughts and ideas about the play. So if you're expected to write critical
thinking essays and papers about the play, this book makes it much easier to do that. All in all, it
will save you an enormous amount time and energy.Note: this is not one of those "cheat"
books! It's not going to spoon-feed you ideas about themes, symbols, etc. But it makes it easier
for you to come up with all that stuff for yourself. There are books available that talk about
characterizations, themes, motifs, etc, but if you need a little help in that department, there's
always Google. For what it's worth, if you read the play using this book, I'm willing to bet you
won't even need help with all that other stuff....you'll find it in the text itself since you can actually
understand what Shakespeare was saying using this translation.”

Random somebody, “This is as nice.... This as nice a No Fear Shakespeare book as you can
expect like the others but the reason why I couldn’t give it five stars like everybody else is
because in the beginning pages where all the characters in the play are introduced there’s an
incorrect typo that calls Edward V and Richard Duke of York Richard’s cousins when their
definitely his nephews and children of his older brother Edward IV. I had to personally mark that
out and write nephews instead because that’s how much it annoyed me. I’m not sure if that’s
something everyone was just able to ignore or they just didn’t get that kind of typo in their copies
of the play, but yes that’s the reason for my star rating, it kind of diminished my trust in the
printing of information in one of these.”

MVH, “Modern English on one page, and Shakespearean English on the facing page.. It is
useful to have understandable English available when reading Shakespeare. There are a lot of
characters in the play, and being bogged down with "old" English can be a challenge. More
readable this way.”

The Lion, “Makes Shakespeare even more engaging. I'm an English PhD student, and even I
have trouble with Shakespeare. His language is beautifully complex, and it can take me a long
time to unpack what his characters are trying to say. I've cross-referenced "No Fear" on the
SparkNotes website before for other Shakespeare plays, but it's been nice to have a hard copy
in hand. I go from the original text on the left and then onto the "modern" text on the right as
needed. In this way I'm able to understand Shakespeare without missing out on the richness of



his language.There are other publishers that make Shakespeare easier to read, providing
original text against a more modern rendering. While those do a fair job, no one comes close (in
my opinion) to capturing the ease and user-friendliness of SparkNotes.”

Sandra, “Terrific guide to Shakespeare. These are a really great series and Richard III in
particular. Shakespeare’s language is wonderful, with great wit and biting insults, but if you’re
struggling to understand the basics of plot his subtlety are lost. With the no fear editions, you can
read through quickly get the plot and then go back and then understand why Shakespeare is so
famous.”

Zosia, “Makes Shakespeare accessible. The "No Fear Shakespeare" books are a great way to
get your kids reading these treasures. I tried the first one when my son asked why it was okay to
read translations of great Greek literary works but Shakespeare, which seemed like Greek to
him, had to be read in its original form. The nice thing about these books is that they give the
original language side-by-side with the modern translation so you get to experience the beauty
of the original while having a "translator" readily available when you need it to enhance
understanding. All 4 of my children started reading Shakespeare in sixth grade with these books
and read 3-5 of them a year. They start out relying heavily on the modern language but
eventually abandon it almost entirely. Don't be afraid to try one.”

lanny kaufman, “Richard according to Shakespeare-that bloody homicide. Shakespeare portrays
Richard iii as The medieval Adolph Hitler. History says he wasn’t that bad. I am sure glad
Shakespeare is not my biographer. Richard is killing the princes in the tower, Henry Vi and
others.  He and Macbeth would be good partners in crime.”

JL8, “Reading. This book has made reading and understands Shakespeare a lot easier!!”

Mike G, “To my surprise, very impressed!. I bought this for someone who felt Shakespeare's
language too obscure / difficult to understand. I had reservations about what I would think,
expecting it would not adequately represent the poetic nuance of his work. I was wrong. It does
an excellent job of 'translating' the text into today's english while of course the original text is on
the facing page.  Very impressed, happy to recommend.”

Sara Bookworm, “Great series to help with reading/understanding Shakespeare. This series of
books is fantastic. They are so helpful for understanding Shakespeare. They definitely take away
the pain and difficulty of reading them. My dyslexic son uses them for GCSE and I use them as
an outline/first introduction to some of the difficult texts as an undergraduate!”

Miss T, “Fast. As described.. Speedy service. As described. Great seller.”



James, “Easy to read Shakespeare. I was happy with this book. I read through the whole book in
a few days and it was a great resource to get ready to watch the same play being performed. I
like how you have the old English easy to compare with the modern English on the opposite
page.”

traceystreet, “Five Stars. Wonderful.”

The book by William Shakespeare has a rating of 5 out of 4.7. 239 people have provided
feedback.
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